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!:] few years ago, "Students for Justice" at De Anza College held a

speak-out on the Nike boycott. Students from the group de­

nounced Nike for the rip-off of youth-of-color images to ex­

ploit customers of color here in the United States and workers overseas. 

They made connections between youth culture and advertising and be­

tween US foreign policy and the wages paid to workers in other coun­

tries. Many of those listening were interested and supportive, but some 

were angrily opposed to the Nike boycott. I could see that some of the 

arguments of the boycott opponents made sense given their worldview, 

but I was particularly intrigued to observe how important it was for 

some of them to prove the activists wrong. They were working hard to 

come up with ideas to convince themselves and others that the situation 

couldn't be as bad as it was made out to be; that paying the workers well 

in Vietnam would only raise prices here; that a boycott would only make 

things worse for the workers there; that the activists should work to 

solve the problems of people here, rather than those overseas; that our 

actions could never affect a company like Nike anyway; and that the ac­

tivists were a bunch of hypocrites because they wore clothes. 

Even more than the vehemence of the arguments, I was struck by the 

contradictory values that underlay them. Many individuals switched in 
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