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In the fall of 1992, I was involved in the fight against the 

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Doing 

that work, I felt a deep sense of frustration with my own 

understanding of what it was we in the anti-NAFTA 

movement were trying to accomplish. The direct objec-

1 ive was clear: we were trying to build a movement to defeat 

I\JATTA. But for those of us in the left wing of that very heteroge-

11vous movement, the broader objective was not so clear. NAFTA Cynthia Kaufman, of !he SR 

11vcded to be defeated because it gave corporations increased rights 

In cross North American borders without systems of accountability. 

NAFTA is a corporate bill of rights that protects corporations from 

tlH· controls and limitations imposed by nation-states. Environmen­

t.ii laws enacted in one country can be challenged by other nations 

1, 1111fair trade barriers. It provides a forum for US automakers to 

h1illenge the Canadian health care system as an unfair trade prac-

'" 1·. Overall, there are considerable direct negative implications for 

·111•king people and the environment. 1 I felt comfortable with the

111 row objective we had before us. But I was constantly nagged by

111 inadequacy of the form of practice I was engaged in. Would the

edi!orial colleclive, leach0s 
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studies at De Anza Colk•w1 111 
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